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Testimony, My Lai Courts-martial – Lt. Calley, Witness for the Defense (1971):

("...." at the end of a line indicates an omission of material)

(Note: This document contains graphic material. Please assess for your classroom before using it in whole.)

Direct examination by George Latimer:

Q: Now, I will ask you if during these periods of instruction and training, you were instructed by anybody in connection with the Geneva Conference?

A: Yes, sir, I was.

Q: And what was it – do you have a recollection, what was the extent and nature of that tutoring?

A: I know there were classes. I can't remember any of the classes. Nothing stands out in my mind what was covered in the classes, sir.

Q: Did you learn anything in those classes of what actually the Geneva Convention covered as far as rules and regulations of warfare are concerned?

A: No, sir. Laws and rules of warfare, sir.

Q: Did you receive any training in any of those places which had to do with obedience to orders?

A: Yes, sir.

Q: What were the nature of the – what were you informed was the principles involved in that field?

A: That all orders were to be assumed legal, that the soldier's job was to carry out any order given him to the best of his ability.

Q: Did you tell your doctor or inform him anything about what might occur if you disobeyed an order by a senior officer?

A: You could be court-martialed for refusing an order and refusing an order in the face of the enemy, you could be sent to death, sir.

Q: Well, let me ask you this: what I am talking and asking is whether or not you were given any instructions on the necessity for – or whether you were required in any way, shape or form to make a determination of the legality or illegality of an order?

A: No, sir. I was never told that I had the choice, sir.

Q: If you had a doubt about the order, what were you supposed to do?

A: If I had – questioned an order, I was supposed to carry the order out and then come back and make my complaint later.

Q: Now, during the course of your movement through the village, had you seen any Vietnamese dead, or dead bodies?

A: Yes, sir.

Q: And how would you classify it as to whether it was a few, many, how would you – what descriptive phrase would you use for your own impression?

A: Many.

Q: Now, did you see some live Vietnamese while you were going through the village?

A: I saw two, sir.

Q: All right. Now, tell us, was there an incident concerning those two?

A: Yes, sir. I shot and killed both of them.

Q: Under what circumstances?

A: There was a large concrete house and I kind of stepped up on the porch and looked in the window. There was about six to eight individuals laying on the floor, apparently dead. And one man was going for the window. I shot him. There was another man standing in a fireplace. He looked like he had just come out of the fireplace, or out of the chimney. And I shot him, sir. He was in a bright green uniform....

Q: All right. Now that you gave that incident, did you see any other live individuals who were in the village itself as you made through the sweep?

A: Well, when I got to the eastern edge of the village, I saw a group of Vietnamese just standing right outside the eastern edge of the village, sir, the southeastern edge.

Q: All right. Was there anybody there with that group of individuals that you saw at that time?

A: I recollect that there were GIs there with them....

A: I heard a considerable volume of firing to my north, and I moved along the edge of the ditch and around a hootch and I broke into the clearing, and my men had a number of Vietnamese in the ditch and were firing upon them.

Q: When you say your men, can you identify any of the men?

A: I spoke to Dursi and I spoke to Meadlo, sir.

Q: Was there anybody else there that you can identify by name?

A: No, sir. There was a few other troops, but it was insignificant to me at the time and I didn't–

Q: What was your best impression of how many were there at the ditch?

A: Four to five, sir.

Q: Two of whom you can specifically identify, Meadlo and Dursi?

A: Yes, sir. I spoke to those two.

Q: What did you do after you saw them shooting in the ditch? 

A: Well, I fired into the ditch also, sir—

Q: Now, did you have a chance to look and observe what was in the ditch?

A: Yes, sir.

Q: And what did you see?

A: Dead people, sir.

Q: Let me ask you, at any time that you were alone and near the ditch, did you push or help push people into the ditch?

A: Yes and no, sir.

Q: Give us the yes part first.

A: Well, when I came out of this hedgerow, I came right up – came right up about the last man to go into the ditch. I didn't physically touch him, but if he would have stopped, I guess I would have.

Q: Well, did he – was somebody there with him to order him in or push him in?

A: They had been ordered in – to go to the ditch, sir.

Q: Do you know who gave them that information?

A: Well, indirectly, I did, sir.

Q: And indirectly, what do you mean by that, was it through somebody?

A: I had told Meadlo to get them on the other side of the ditch, sir....

Q: All right. Then what did you do?

A: I butt-stroked him in the mouth, sir.

Q: With what effect?

A: It knocked him down.

Q: Did you shoot him?

A: No, sir, I did not....

Q: Let me ask you another – your impressions of another incident. There has been some testimony in the record to the effect that there was a child running from the ditch, that you threw him back into the ditch and you shot him. Did you participate in any such event?

A: No, sir, I did not.

Q: Did you see a boy or a child running from the ditch?

A: Wait, let me backtrack. Now this child that I supposedly said I shot, now, was running away from the ditch, but it is not in the same location. It is east of the ditch, but he was running away from the ditch. Now, I don't–

Q: To the extent that you shot and it turned out ultimately to be a child, is that the only impression you have of any incident which involved a child?

A: Yes, sir, I do.

Q: There has been some information disclosed that you heard before the court that you stood there at the ditch for a considerable period of time; that you waited and had your troops organized, groups of Vietnamese thrown in the ditch and knocked them down in the ditch or pushed them in the ditch and that you fired there for approximately an hour and a half as those groups were marched up. Did you participate in any such shooting or any such event?

A: No, sir, I did not.

Q: Did you at any time direct anybody to push people in the ditch?

A: Like I said, I gave the order to take those people through the ditch and had also told Meadlo if he couldn't move them, to waste them, and I directly – other than that, there was only that one incident. I never stood up there for any period of time. The main mission was to get my men on the other side of the ditch and get in that defensive position, and that is what I did, sir.

Q: Now, why did you give Meadlo a message or the order that if he couldn't get rid of them to waste them?

A: Because that was my order, sir. That was the order of the day, sir.

Q: Who gave you that order?

A: My commanding officer, sir.

Q: He was?

A: Captain Medina, sir.
Q: And stated in that posture, in substantially those words, how many times did you receive such an order from Captain Medina?

A: The night before in the company briefing, platoon leaders' briefing, the following morning before we lifted off and twice there in the village—

Q: Can you identify the east – what has been testified to as the east-west, north-south trails on the map?

A: You mean from being there or being in this courtroom?

Q: Well, from being there?

A: No, sir. I never had any idea where an east-west trail was, sir.

Q: Dd you ever pass the area, in your maneuvering that day, which would bring you into a situation where you would see what was on the north-south trail south of the perimeter of the village itself? Did you go south far enough, or did you see along the north-south trail any group of bodies?

A: No, sir, I didn't, no. I was never down in that area, sir. I never went down there; I never saw anything down there.

Q: Did you ever, in your walking through this area, see any large group of Vietnamese of various sexes and ages dead in large piles or large groups?

A: Where I shot two men, there was, I would say, a large group of people already dead in that building. It would have been five to six dead people there. Other than the ditch, no, sir. That was all, that was the only group of people I saw there, sir. Large I mean.

Q: All right. Did you see some isolated groups of what you would call a small, or numerically might be around five or six, along that area?

A: Five or six sounds pretty large to me. I would say there would be groups of two and three here and there, sir, up to five and six in groups. But the only one that stands out in my mind is the one inside the building. And just people, dead people spread all over the village...

Q: Tell the court, in your judgment, how many rounds of ammunition you expended?

A: I am not absolutely sure. I, during lunchtime, I know – that is the only time I changed magazines. I don't think I used – I still had rounds left in the original magazine, but moving out, I went on and made sure I had a full magazine. Just sort of precautionary

Q: In your personal situation, what did you use as a full load for a magazine?

A: Eighteen, sir....

Q: I am going to ask you this: During this operation, My Lai Four, did you intend specifically to kill Vietnamese – man, woman, or child?

A: No, sir, I did not.

Q: Did you ever form any intent, specifically or generally, in connection with that My Lai operation to waste any Vietnamese – man, woman, or child?

A : No sir, I did not.

Q: Now, did you on that occasion intend to waste something?

A: To waste or destroy the enemy, sir.

Q: All right. Now, what was your intention in connection with the carrying out of that operation as far as any premeditation or intent was concerned?

A: To go into the area and destroy the enemy that were designated there, and this is it. I went into the area to destroy the enemy, sir.

Q: Did you form any impression as to whether or not there were children, women, or men, or what did you see in front of you as you were going on?

A: I never sat down to analyze it, men, women, and children. They were enemy and just people.

Q: Did you consciously discriminate as you were operating through there insofar as sex or age is concerned?

A: The only time I denoted sex was when I stopped Conti from molesting a girl. That was the only time sex ever entered the – my whole scope of thinking.

Q: In this instance, we you saw a group being supervised or guarded by Meadlo, how did you visualize that group? Did you go in the specifics in any way?

A: No, sir. It was a group of people that were the enemy, sir.

Q: And were you motivated by other things besides the fact that those were the enemy? Did you have some other reason for treating them that way altogether? I am talking now about your briefings. Did you get any information out of that?

A: Well, I was ordered to go in there and destroy the enemy. That was my job on that day. That was the mission I was given. I did not sit down and think in terms of men, women, and children. They were all classified the same, and that was the classification that we dealt with, just as enemy soldiers.

Q: Who gave you that classification the last time you got it?

A: Captain Medina, sir—

Q: Now, I will ask you this, Lieutenant Calley: Whatever you did at My Lai on that occasion, I will ask you whether in your opinion you were acting rightly and according to your understanding of your directions and orders?

A: I felt then and I still do that I acted as I was directed, and I carried out the orders that I was given, and I do not feel wrong in doing so, sir....

Q: In connection with this operation, were you asked by Captain Medina to give a body count?

A: Yes, sir.

Q: Were all platoon commanders asked the same question, to your knowledge?

A: I know the second platoon was there with me, and he also gave a body count, sir.

Q: And did you hear the total results turned in to Captain Medina?

A: No, sir.

Q: You don't know what the other two platoons turned in?

A: Yes, sir, I think I know how the platoon thing ran, sir.

Q: All right, tell us how it ran?

A: My platoon, I believe, took 50; second platoon took 50; third platoon took 50; and we gave 50 to the artillery and 50 to the gunships and just about roughly about that much. I don't have the exact figures but it was around in that area, sir.

Q: Well, it was now – when you say you took this and we took that, was that in the presence of Captain Medina?

A: Yes, sir.

Q: And did you sit down in his presence and figure out this body count and give it to him?

A: You just make an estimate off the top of your head. There is no way to really figure out exact body count. At that time, everything went into a body count – VC, buffalo, pigs, cows. Something we did, you put it on your body count, sir.

Q: Is that the procedure adopted in your task force?

A: It was about – I would say it was running that way, yes, sir. I wouldn't say it was an adopted procedure, but that is about how it was being run and estimate.

Q: And in connection with that, at this luncheon, was there some discussion about the method to be employed or was that the method that was just employed by you and the other commanders?

A: I was – never heard of a method that was trained in employing to come up with a body count. As long as it was high, that was all they wanted.

Q: There weren't any specifics, but this was desirable?

A: Right. I had been on it enough times where they told me, just come back with a body count.

Q: Were you ever criticized for a body count?

A: I was criticized for getting too many shot and not coming back with the enemy.

Q: Did your commanders seek to get a high estimate from you?

A: I generally knew if I lost a troop, I'd better come back with a body count of 10, say I shot at least 10 of the enemy, which was pretty hard when you are only fighting one sniper.

Cross examination by Daniel:

Q: Did you receive any fire getting off the helicopter?

A: I have no way to know, sir. I was not hit, no, sir.

Q: Were you consciously aware of receiving any fire?

A: No, sir, I wasn't—

Q: Did you receive any fire during this period you were waiting?

A: No, sir....

Q: Did you see any Vietnamese?

A: Yes, sir.

Q: Where was the first time you saw Vietnamese?

A: In the tapioca patch.

Q: Could you describe the Vietnamese you saw in the tapioca patch?

A: No sir.

Q: What was he doing?

A: He was dead, sir.

Q: Was it a man or a woman?

A: I don't know, sir.

Q: When is the next time you saw a Vietnamese?

A: About three feet beyond him, sir.

Q: What was he doing?

A: He was also dead, sir.

Q: When was the next time you saw one?

A: I would say they were all throughout the village. I don't – I can't pick out every Vietnamese that I saw dead there. Just all the way through the village, there were dead Vietnamese.

Q: When is the first time you saw a live one?

A: On the eastern edge – well, the two that I shot while going through there, sir.

Q: Those were the only live Vietnamese you saw going through?

A: That I can remember, yes, sir.

Q: Did you give out any instructions to your men to gather up the people that were there?

A: Yes, sir.

Q: Who did you give those instructions to?

A: Sergeant Mitchell, sir.

Q: To have them gathered up?

A: Yes, sir.

Q: For what purpose?

A: Clearing the mine field, sir. I told him to hang onto some of the Vietnamese in case we encountered a mine field, sir....

Q: What were you firing at?

A: At the enemy, sir.

Q: At people?

A: At the enemy, sir.

Q: They weren't even human beings?

A: Yes, sir.

Q: Were they men?

A: I don't know sir. I would imagine they were, sir.

Q: Didn't you see?

A: Pardon, sir?

Q: Did you see them?

A: I wasn't discriminating.

Q: Did you see women?

A: I don't know, sir.

Q: What do you mean you weren't discriminating?

A: I didn't discriminate between individuals in the village, sir. They were all the enemy, they were all to be destroyed, sir....

Q: How did you know they were slowing you down?

A: Well, I generally know how South Vietnamese people move, and if you are going to move South Vietnamese people, you are not going to move them very fast, sir.

Q: Why did you tell Captain Medina they were slowing you down?

A: Because I knew they were slowing me down. It was another element that I had to move—

Q: Why were they being moved at all?

A: To clear a mine field, sir, if necessary.

Q: What did Captain Medina say when you had the group of people, when you told him–

A: He told me basically to get rid of the people, to get moving.

Q: He told you that basically?

A: To the best of my knowledge. I can't remember his exact words.

Q: You described the people to him?

A: No, sir. I didn't.

Q: How did you describe them to him?

A: Vietnamese. VC.

Q: Which?

A: Either one. I don't know, sir.

Q: You don't know how you described them?

A: In that area, I could have used either term.

Q: Do you know if there were women in that group?

A: No, sir.

Q: Do you know if there were children in that group?

A: No, sir.

Q: Do you know if there were men in that group?

A: No, sir.

Q: What did he say?

A: He told me to give – to get rid of the people and get moving.

Q: What did you do?

A: I rogered—

Q: How did you interpret that?

A: As getting rid of them if I couldn't move them fast enough.

Q: Did you check with your men to see if they could move them fast enough?

A: Yes, sir.

Q: Was it fast enough?

A: So we could get into position in a relatively short period of time, sir.

Q: What did you do to effect this order?

A: At that time, I ran into Meadlo there and I asked him if he knew what he was supposed to be doing with those people.

Q: When you saw him where?

A: With a group of people, sir. I was on my way to a Sergeant Mitchell, sir— I saw Conti trying to molest a female, sexually molest a female.

Q: What was that?

A: Same time, sir, that I talked to Meadlo.

Q: Were they together?

A: No, sir.

Q: How did you do that? Describe the situation.

A: I went up to him and told him to stop what he was doing and get over where he was supposed to be at, sir.

Q: Were you talking to Meadlo at the same time?

A: No, sir.

Q: How far was Conti from Meadlo?

A: I don't know, sir.

Q: You saw them both at the same time?

A: I talked to Meadlo as I continued to move by him. I saw Conti molesting a female.

Q: Where?

A: On the other side of the group, sir.

Q: How long did you talk to Meadlo?

A: Only for a matter of seconds, sir.

Q: What did you say to him?

A: I asked him if he knew what to do with those people.

Q: What did he say?

A: He said he did, sir. I told him to get moving, sir.

Q: What did you mean when you said to him, "Get moving "?

A: Get the people moving, get them to the other side of the ditch.

Q: You didn't mean for him to kill them?

A: Not if he could move them, no, sir. I am still worried about the mine field, sir.

Q: Did he move them?

A: No sir.

Q: How far did you get before you ran into Conti?

A: Two steps.

Q: Did he have one of the people out of his group?

A: Right, sir.

Q: What did you say to Conti?

A: Told him to stop doing what he was doing and get to where he was supposed to be.

Q: What did he say?

A: He said, roger, and moved out.

Q: That is all he said?

A: Well, I don't know what he said. To the best of my knowledge, he could have said nothing.

Q: You weren't–

A: No, sir. Unless he said something to the negative, which he didn't as far as I was concerned

Q: Did he pull up his pants?

A: Yes, sir. I would imagine he would. He would look kind of funny if he hadn't

Q: Did you see him pull up his pants?

A: I didn't notice, no, sir. I wasn't paying attention to whether he had his pants up or down. I f he wanted to go around like that, that was his business.

Q: You weren't concerned with whether he was stopped or not?

A: Well, I stopped him, sir.

Q: Did he pull up his pants?

A: I don't know, sir. I didn't stand there to see if he pulled up his pants.

Q: How do you know if he stopped?

A: Because he released the girl's hair.

Q: And then what did you do?

A: She fell back.

Q: And you just left and walked away?

A: He started on his way.

Q: When is the last time you saw him?

A: That is the last time I recall seeing him that day, sir.

Q: Were you angry when he hadn't moved the group?

A: I don't think a violent anger, no, sir. It was distressing. It was slowing me down. But it wasn't actually Meadlo's fault. I mean, I didn't take it personally out on him.

Q: You didn't feel like he disobeyed your order in not moving the people at all?

A: He had basically disobeyed my order. But I didn't know what his problem was. I didn't take out a resentment on him. As far as I know, he didn't move the people.

Q: He disobeyed your order?

A: Yes, sir.

Q: This didn't upset you in combat, that a subordinate had disobeyed your order?

A: Not that order, no, sir. I felt that the man was trying to do the job the best way he could.

Q: So it depends on the type of order?

A: Yes, sir.

Q: What did you say to him, then, on that occasion?

A: If he couldn't move the people, to waste them, sir.

Q: What did he say?

A: He said, roger....

Q: What did you find when you got there?

A: My men were shooting men in the ditch, sir.

Q: What men?

A: Vietnamese men, sir.

Q: They were all men?

A: I don't know, sir.

Q: Did you look?

A: I looked into the ditch, yes, sir.

Q: What did you do when you got there?

A: I fired into the ditch, told my men to hurry up and get on the other side and get into position.

Q: Who of your men were there?

A: I spoke – I recognized Meadlo being there and I recognized Dursi being there. There were other men there. I can't relate who they were, sir—

Q: Did you say anything to Dursi?

A: Yes, sir— told him to get on the other side of the ditch.

Q: Did you say anything to Meadlo?

A: Yes, sir— told him to hurry and get on the other side of the ditch.

Q: Did you shake him?

A: Yes, sir— Well, I didn't stand there and – I just grabbed him by the arm and pointed him in the direction.

Q: Was he crying?

A: I don't know, sir—

Q: How long did you fire into the ditch?

A: I have no idea, sir.

Q: How many shots did you fire?

A: Six to eight, sir.

Q: One burst or semi-automatic?

A: Semi-automatic, sir. 

Q: Who did you fire at?

A: Into the ditch, sir.

Q: What at in the ditch?

A: At the people in the ditch, sir.

Q: How many people were in the ditch?

A: I don't know, sir.

Q: Over how large an area were they in the ditch?

A: I don't know, sir.

Q: Could you give us an estimate as to how many people were in the ditch?

A: No, sir.

Q: Would you say it was a large group?

A: No, sir.

Q: What were these people doing as they were being fired upon?

A: Nothing sir.

Q: Were they being hit?

A: I would imagine so, sir.

Q: Do you know?

A: I don't know if they were being hit when I saw them, no, sir.

Q: Do you know if you hit any of them?

A: No, sir, I don't.

Q: How far away were you from them when you fired?

A: The muzzle would have been five feet, sir.

Q: You didn't see the bullets impact?

A: Not that I recall, no, sir— My main thing was to go on, finish off these people as fast as possible and get my people out into position, sir.

Q: Why?

A: Because that is what I was instructed to do, sir, and I had been delayed long enough. I was trying to get out there before I got criticized again, sir....

A: After he said "No Viet" again, I butt stroked him in the mouth, sir.

Q: How hard did you butt-stroke him?

A: Quite hard, sir.

Q: What damage did it do?

A: It bloodied his face, sir.

Q: Did you hit him square in the mouth?

A: I hit his mouth, yes, sir.

Q: Did he go down on the ground?

A: Yes, sir.

Q: And then what did you do?

A: I had seen the helicopter by that time. I saw Sergeant Lagunoy come up toward me and I started moving toward Sergeant Lagunoy—

Q: Where was the man when you left him?

A: When I started walking away from him, he was on the ground. By the time I got two more steps he was in the ditch, sir.

Q: How did he get in the ditch?

A: Someone drop-kicked him into it.

Q: Was he still alive?

A: I don't know sir. I would imagine he was, sir.

Q; Did anybody shoot him?

A: I don't know, sir.

Q: You just left the man in the ditch?

A: Yes, sir.

Q: Did you search him for any weapons?

A: No sir.

Q: Had you directed that any of those people be searched?

A: No, sir.

Q: How close were those people to you in the ditch?

A: Three feet, sir.

Q: Were you scared they might be booby-trapped?

A: Yes, sir.

Q: Might have a grenade on them?

A: Yes, sir.

Q: Why didn't you direct that they be searched?

A: I feel much more secure in that situation not to search them, sir, or get that close to them. If a man made a move, you can defend yourself and get out of the way rather than bend down to try to search him if he pulls a grenade.

Q: Did you ever direct that anybody be searched?

A: No, sir, not that day. No, sir.

Q: Did you tell him the only way you could get them out was with a hand grenade?

A: No, sir, I did not— let me retract that statement. I hadn't thought about it until now. I believe I might have, yes, sir. I said about the only means I have to evacuate them out of there would be a hand grenade.

Q: How do you evacuate someone with a hand grenade?

A: I don't have any idea, sir.

Q: Why did you make the statement?

A: It was a figure of speech, sir.

Q: What did you mean when you said it?

A: I meant – just I meant only that the only means I could evacuate the people would be a hand grenade. And that isn't exactly evacuating somebody.

Q: What did you mean when you said it?

A: A figure of speech, sir, basically meaning that I didn't have any means to evacuate these people with, sir.

Q: That you would kill them if he didn't evacuate them?

A: No, sir, I didn't mean that, sir.

Q: What would you have done with them if he hadn't evacuated them?

A: I don't know, sir.

Q: Would you have taken them prisoner?

A: I don't know, sir.

Q: The cease-fire order had been given, had it not?

A: Yes, sir, to the best of my knowledge, it had. My troops had stopped firing, yes, sir...

Q: How many people were there?

A: I believe— I don't remember the exact number, basically about – I don't really know sir— There were two gunship loads. I would say three or four on each gunship. Of course, they were Vietnamese, be much lighter, maybe they could have gotten six on the gunships, I don't know.

Q: Do you recall the sex of these people?

A: No, sir, I don't.

Q: Were there any children?

A: Yes, sir. Well, I am saying that they had to be definitely noncombatants, sir.

Q: You were discriminating at this point between sexes?

A: Yes, sir.

Q: Why were you discriminating then?

A: Well, I wasn't discriminating against sexes, let me put that up. But I had a means to discriminate, and we were no longer firing on – I had been given a no-fire....

A: He asked me about how many – basically what my body count – how many people we had killed that day. And I told him I had no idea and for him to just go on and come up with an estimate, sir.

Q: Is that what you said to him?

A: Yes, sir. He had been to the area and seen the area, he could relate body count as well as I could, sir.

Q: Did he say what body count he would attribute to your platoon?

A: No, sir.

Q: How do you know he had been over the area?

A: I hadn't really known if he was over my area, sir.

Q: How did you know if he could arrive at a body count of your area?

A: Because he would have a better idea of what sort of body count he would want to put in than I would, sir.

Q: Just any body count? Just any body count, is that what you are saying?

A: Basically, yes, sir.

Q: Captain Medina could just put any body count that he wanted to put?

A: Any body count that was reasonable. I would imagine he would put the highest acceptable body count that he could.

Q: Did you have any other conversation with him?

A: No, sir. We continued on that discussion for quite some time.

Q: Could you relate the remainder of that discussion?

A: After he had given the body count and called it in, we were getting ready to split up and start moving again, and higher called Captain Medina, called back and asked what percentage of that was civilians, that they had a report there was a high amount of civilians in the village, sir.

Q: What body count did he report?

A: I don't know, to be exact. I really don't.

Q: Did he give an actual body count?

A: Yes and no. I don't remember exactly what it was. I remember that I took 50, sir.

Q: You did not hear him make a report?

A: Not exactly. I don't know what he finally came up with, though I believe it would be between 250 and 300, sir.

Q: When did you take 50?

A: When we were discussing body count. It was broken down, 50, 50, 50.

Q: When did this come up in discussion?

A: When we were sitting there discussing body counts, sir...

Q: Did you tell Captain Medina that you had shot the people in the ditch?

A: Yes, sir. I did.

Q: Did he ask any facts about that?

A: No, sir.

Q: How did you tell him about it?

A: He asked – well, after the higher called back and asked – said it had been reported that a lot of civilians were killed in the area, he wanted to know what the percentage of civilians was.

Q: What did you tell him?

A: I told him he would have to make that decision, sir.

Q: Is that what you told him? Those were your exact words to the captain?

A: Yes, sir.

Q: Did he ask you to describe the people you had shot?

A: No, sir.

Q: Did you give him any estimate?

A: No, sir.

Q: Did you tell him which of your men had been involved?

A: Involved in what, sir?

Q: Shooting into the ditch.

A: There wasn't any big deal, no sir.

Q: You told Captain Medina that you had rounded these people up, put them in the ditch and shot them?

A: No, sir. I didn't.

Q: What did you tell him?

A: I told him there was people shot over there in the ditch and people shot all through the village.

Q: Did you tell him the circumstances under which they had been shot?

A: No, sir. Why should I? He knew what – the circumstances they were shot under, sir.

Q: How did he know?

A: Because he had told me to shoot them, sir....

A: I did give him an estimate figure.

Q: What was that estimated figure you gave him?

A: Between 30 and 40, sir.

Q: Lieutenant Calley, did you just not testify within the last 20 minutes that you did not give any estimated figure?

A: No, I don't believe I did. You asked me if – what Captain Medina said. I'd say he asked me for a body count. I told him to go on and make whatever he thought sufficient, that he'd been through the village.

Q: You didn't testify that you told Captain Medina that you – he would have to use whatever he thought was appropriate based on the circumstances and he could come up with a figure he wanted?

A: Yes, sir. He surely could, sir.

Q: Was it your testimony now that you told him 30 to 40?

A: Sometime during the conversation, yes, sir—

Q: How did you come up with 30 to 40?

A: Off the top of my head, sir.

Q: Did he press you for a body count?

A: He said, just take something off the top of my head.

Q: So you said thirty or forty?

A: Right, sir.

Q: Did he ask for a weapons count?

A: Yes, sir.

Q: What did you tell him for that?

A: Zero that I had, sir.

Q: How did you know?

A: We didn't have any weapons, sir.

Q: You never questioned any of your men as to how many people they killed?

A: No, sir.

Q: And you didn't pick this 30 to 40 based on the people you had scene?

A: No, sir, I didn't— That was a relative high body count of what I figured I had seen dead in that village, sir.

Q: And you gave him 30 to 40, and why did he then give you 50?

A: That is the body count we wanted to submit, sir. I wasn't going to sit there and argue with him about body count. Mine was off the top of my head. that is what he felt – he thought.

Q: I want this clear. Is it your testimony that you gave him an estimate of 30 to 40, or is it your testimony that you said, "I don't have an estimate; you pick whatever you want"?

A:: I said both, sir....

Q: Let me ask you this: Did you have any Vietnamese save up for the mine field?

A: No, sir, I did not.

Q: Did you testify that you received any order before you left LZ-Dotti to save some of them for the mine field?

A: Yes, sir, I did.

Q: Why didn't you save some up for the mine field?

A: Captain Medina rescinded that order and told me to waste them, sir.

Q: When did he rescind that order?

A: When he called me on the radio, when he was in the eastern part of the village, sir.

Q: Did he specifically tell you to disregard the previous order?

A: No, sir. He said those people were slowing me down, waste them, sir.

Q: Save none for the mine field?

A: No, sir.

Q: So you interpreted it to mean save none for the mine field, is that right?

A: The second time he told me, yes, sir.

Q: Were you concerned about utilizing people for the mine field?

A: Yes, sir, I was.

Q: Did you ask him that you thought it might not be advisable to save people for the mine field? 

A: Not after he told me the second time.

Q; How many people would you use to take to the mine field?

A: Never any larger than the front I was covering, sir. If I had five men on the front, I wouldn't use more than five, sir. If I had 20-man front, I would use no more than 20, sir.

Q: One per man?

A: Yes, sir.

Taken from Doug Linder's Famous American Trials: The My-Lai Courts-Martial, 1970, http://law2.umkc.edu/faculty/projects/ftrials/mylai/mylai.htm
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