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Circumstances of Interview

STATE New York

NAME OF workrr  Irving Nicholson

ADDRESS 4507 15th Ave. Brooklyn, N, Y.
DATE November 28, 1838

SUBJECT TALES OF TFE SHOE INDUSTRY-~PHILIP DASH

i. Date and time o  interview

Kovember 22, 1638
2. Place of interview

Shop of Palter DelLiso, 740 Broedway, New York City

3. MName and address of informant

Philip Dash, 1653 Zast Fourth Sy. Bklyn, N. Y.

4. Name and address of person, if any, who put you in
toucn with informant.

Mr. Benjamin Nicholson 1649 E, 4th 3,. Bklyn, N. Y.
5. Name and address of person, if any, accowpanying you

Hone
A, Description of room, hocuse, surroundings, etc.

The factory: In the fitting room there are lights over

sewing meachines which extend in & long row. They sit on benches.
There 18 also & cutting and lasting room. The cutting room
extends around the windows. There 13 a narrow table around
which 21 cutters work. That 1s, 21 trimming cutters. The
lesting room is by benchea. Ten sit on one bench, ten others

on another benche. The interview took place in the fltting room.

(Use us many additional sheets as necessary, for any of the forms, each
bearing the proper heading and the number to which the material refers.)



FOLELORE
FoRY

Personal History of Informant NEY YORE

STATE New York

NAME OF vORKER. Irving Nicholson
ADDEESS 4507=15th Ave. Bklyn, . Yo
DAIE Novomcer 28, 1938

SUBJECT TALLS 00 BB SUCE IMDUSTRY-=PIIILIP DASH

1
- o e

1. Ancestry

Liorris Dash
Anna Dagh

9, Place and date of birth

Chernikov, Russia 1886

3. Family

iias Wife, 4 children living. 2 girls and 2 boys.
One girl 1s married.
4, Places lived in, with dates

Boro Park Brooklyn up to 1926

Preasent address from 1926
5. Education, with dates

Night High School from 1802 to 1903

6. Occupations and accomplishments, with dates
Shoe worker-silled «1399

Contrecter 1916-1928 Worker t .
7. Special skills and interests woIrKer to presen

Enows anythlng connected with the meking of & shoe
Ineluding the minutest operations,
8. Coumunity and religious activities

Is merely family mean, active in the union. Goes to
synerocue on Jewlish hollidays.
Y, Description of inforiant

Is about flve nine, Has crop of iron grey hair

over reddlsh, healthy f{ ac Eyes grey. an rkling. Looks
10. Other Points gained in interview Iltleagehy and &Il 09 Iﬁ@c
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NEW YORK
Text of Interview {Uncdited)

STATE  New York

NAMVE OF WORKER Irving Nicholson

ADPRESS  4507415th Ave. Brooklyn, N. Y.

DATE November 28, 1938

SURJECT TALES OF THI SHOE INDUSTRY

e e m———————

In 1902, before the Japancse #ar, you knowﬁ started in 1903,

<

people but they were

7~
/

considered the best mechanics in the shoe trede. For the old shoe

I worked in a shop of a bout 20 people in Kharkozf Russia, a big ecity.

We worked in & shop, 80 it was a lot of olderar

maers we tipped the hat. The young were good too. So when it comes,
for instance, to politics, the 0ld ones say to the young oncsu..

"Im, you don't pray in the morning, you don't pray in the
evening. You are without God."

So the young generatlion used to have debates with the olderary
people and when it used to happen you would spoil a shoe, they used
to come over to we young ones and say:

"You see, God punished you, because you don't believe. Thet's
why he punished you.

The next shoe we made good end we used to lﬁugh at them and
ask.

"So why didn't he make us spoil this one too?t"

They enswered, "Ha, GodAgot & good heart., He's got pity

on people."
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Once the boss comes in and he listened to &ll the discussions
what's goin! on. So he used to say like that."This here fellow" (a
certain fellow named Seman ? - Sam in this country ) "™used to read a
lot. He should be either & lawyer or & doctor. He's too clever to
work by shoes. s

"Nu, well, this was when I was ninegﬂen years old. This
fellow, Semsen, had & long beard with a mustache and he was a short
fellow and looked like & wise one., He ocombed his hair like the Czar
to show what a wise one he was, When he talked hls hair used to Jump
up end down. He used to say like that. (At this point Mr, Dash
stroked his chin and lesned over as if telling a secret). |

"I made shoes to the Russian Czar." So the workers used
to tip thelr hats to him., Yeh, I mean it, he made shoes for the
Russisn Czar,

"One day we decide that we should demand better meals because,
you know, we used to‘board by the boss in the o0ld country. We declde
we should pick this here wise one, Seman, that he should go and telk
to the boss, like s committee. He went &nd told him.

"The wages are O, K. The only thing is the dinners are
no good."/‘This here Seman was a very jolly fellow, you know, So as
soon as he tol! the boas, the boss was a liberal fellow, not like some
over in this country, the boss called the wife and give her a laying
out. She cried and sald she'll meke the dinners better a little.

When Seamen returned back, when he told ebout the better meals, he
was like a great hero, bigcer than the Czar. He sald like a big
general.

"PFrom now on we'll have good dinne:s. No more junk. Borscht
with plenty of meat;ahd that was the victory. ‘e won good dinners,

Without Seman we were a)ll like sheeps.

LR R L Sbd gt A (R EE Haad e il e
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'”%gen I worked for anotLer boas, a Christien young man,
& very libersl men, he didn't belleve in nothing. So people used to
talk to us. At that time began meet ngs, revolutions. The boss
used to talk and believe with us. DBut the olderary workers, they
dldn't 1ike the idea. That's all they know is, church, and church.
Now that's all right but why not some politics also. Without politics
they were slaves in their heusrts. Then the war came. Russia-Japanese.
Everyday in the shop was discussions. One fellow, an old men, a
little different than the rest of the olderary ones. He used to
be "stratetic" (meesss strategifatin)‘ﬂe takes our genersals a.d turns
them around and gets the Japenese. Japen wants to get to Port Arthur
and Russia surrounds them., He always won the war with the chslk. When
we heerd that Japsn took Port Arthur, he denled 1t all the tire. He
couldn't bellieve it, even with papers showing all the time black and
white. Until the Jap killed three of his sons in Port Arthur. Then
he believe 1t~’/

-
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When 1t came dinner time in that plece each one goes in. On

the wall was & plcture of Jesus, and the mother, O0ld bent down. The
young didn't. There was always fighting until they were so mad and
they called in the boss. The oldérary ones complained,

"The workers don't put the cross on them."

The boss decided that everyone could do the way he pleased,
Then there was no more fighting and we could eat our meals in peace.

Some boss we had. I!le made it like over here. Everyone could do as

he wants. That's the best way,

™
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Then I ceme to America., Such a wonderful land I heard.
It was, too, but there was always so much trouble and fighting.

In 1907 we had a strike from the I. W. W, That was the
union then, that's right, and they called out & general strike in
Brooklyn, and the boss, he was the Ppresident of the Board of Trade.
Only his shop wes in New York. That place, you hear, was the most
important one to pget out. Put 1t was the last. The workers was so
dumb thet once I saw they picked up the boss. Naturally I was a
greenhorn and I thought they were going to throw him into the river,
The shop was on ileventh Avenue. But they acted like the boss was
a king. I never saw anything llke it. They beg:'ed him to settle
the strike. DRut he wouldn't listen. So we decided we should send
one fellow. Such a crazy idea. The bosa liked this fellorw so much
and we thought 1t would be easler that way. We glve this fellnow
the honor, and he says to us.

"O0h, if I go into the boss, he'll do somethin:”

But when he comes back, he asks for thirteen men, me and
twelve others, he says, and he promised to take in the recst of the
fellers very soon. DBut that didn't happen. It was freezin! those
days. Ve shivered. It was near the water. One advised that he
put paper in the back of the coat. "That will keep you warm." You
take your overcoat and you turn it on the left side., That also keeps
you warri. This is right. When you do these things, 1t keeps you warm,

Once we picked & fellow to go into a shop like & scab to
find the situation. So he remained there. He didn't want to go down,
That's the shoe industry for you. Then they picked me. I should go
after a scab. That scab was from Si. Louls, a Greek., So I went
after him in the seme trolley end I start to ssk him why he goes to

)
work. Its & strike so he asnawered me.
J
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"In St. Louis they promised me that he's gonna have here a
steady Jjob. That's whey I ceme here."

You heer that. Such egencies there are by shoes,

I and Barney, we went to a house on & Friday to ask, because
he was an irportant worker, a sample meker, not to worke It was on
a Fridasy nisht. The candles was lighting. He was sitting and eating
supper. So calm. So nice. So we start bos;\ak him he shouldn't
come to work. Then he saysa,.

"This is the first good supper in six weeks. If I wouldn't
have this job I wouldn't eant.”

Then Barney and I almost fell down. He promised ué he wouldn't

eat no more. He'd go down with us, I could see on him that he couldnft

finish hls supper. Such an industry. - /,’/,,~«~
o éy’
S

One day, around Thanksgiving it was very cold and we huddled
in a tiny store, when we look out we see one of us running llke a
org!w through the snow. We run out after him. What's the matter,
He<tells us hils wife just glve birth to a little boy and he's so
happy he wants to take us to celebrate, but he's broke, and he's
looking for something to treat us. All we could collect we ~ive 1t
to him which isn't much. So we zo to this house. Then he glves us
five biscults, all there is in the house. Then we send out for bread
herring and beer. Then he goes to the cellar and burns the herring
on the hot coals.

fhe next morning he tells us that the baby is dead,

"Thank God." he says "we couldn't afford 1it."

{
~
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Then the strike 1s over. There 1s a feller, Abels, working
near me. He had seven children and each year, he used to bring the
oldest ohildren in the shop, like the 14 year one or the 15 one. Ie
himself, was a little one, & little funny guy, a little one, He
used to come in late, about 10 o'elock in the shop. Ve used ask him,

"Abele, what's the metter? Why so late?"

"Nu, I'm ruming a big business. I got to see the children
should work,"

"But they only make five dollers a week."

"Oh, in another five years they will make 10 dollars & week.

Don't worry. Then he would strut around like & big one (Here
Mr. Dash strutted around the table of the kitchen,)

But once he said.

"I walkedlfrom uptown to Brooklyn to the shop."

And we'd ask hir how come with three children working and
then he said thet an accident happencd, that one boy spoiled a pair
of shoes. So he got to work three weeks for that palr and the other
bought & suilt. That's why he walked,

The truth is that all four of them, the “ather and t' e three
sons walked to work towards the end »f the season, even though one

had on a new sult, That's the shoe Industry for you.

0

Lately, only about amonth ago, we have slack for so many

weeks, & t:1l, tall fell-w, his wife glve birth to a boy, you hear,
He 1s & folder by hand and poor as the devil, We hang around the shop
during slack. Magbe there will be work.

This tall one, Morris, his name 18, says:

"I have to go away at ten. Today is the bria;of my little
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We know he's very broke, so we decide. Each one will zive
& dime. We'll buy schnapps, and wine and g0 to the bris. We have no
work snyway.

When we come to the house we soe he's poor as the devil,
So we make a party. One fellow who ceme was very, very nice-looking,
The missus who was in bhed thought he was the boss. 8She says té him,

"Leo, whet will be. Such troubles. No work."

Then we finished the schnapps, and the people next door
came in and ssgid,

"Peorle still got good times. They have pertlies. Such
people,”

All for the bottle of schnapps end the herringe. Then we
left and we promished Morris that when we get busy, when we work, we'll
make & good bil: present for the baby. ‘e left with that promise.

HHHH AR R AR (53/
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I've been working in a shoe factory about 1913 or 1914, in
the Gold Shoe Company: It was customemade, very high-grade. Was
working there about 30 to 40 people. 7hat's & true thing. So a
shoe maker brought his brother from Italy to work in the shop as a
laster., "he very first day, you heasr, the brother proposed to us
that the new person could sing, that he's a great singer. So the
first day the brothcr asked him to sing but he couldn't. He didn't
feel a. lhwome. On the other day he start to sing. When he sang, we
all listen, We think he's a real opera singer. And 1t happened,
you know, just after Caruso died, we all thought ihls was the next
Caruso. So every day he used to sing. We put away our tools and
listened to hime. And from the shoe factory developed a regular
opera, Until one day the boss comes around, and yells.

"What's going on heret 1Is thls the lMetropolltan or a
shoe factoryt"

We thought after all that the boss 1s right. So we held
& meeting eand we decide that thils here shoemaker, the laster from
Italy, shouldn't work no more to anroy the toss, that he should go
to a rusic school. We hold a meeting snd we decide, each one of
us should rlve one dollar a week to keep up the lfellow. Then we
took nim to & tester of musice. You know, to & tester on Flatbush
Avenue., And it was a Jjoke. The mislic tester saldi

"Let him better so to shoe meking, not to s inge"

Finslly we got used to him. We didn't care anymore when
the tester told us he's not so hot. We used to 7o on working. Whlle
he used to holler his lun:s out, we kept on working. Still, we

used to call him Caruso., He alweys remmined by us Caruso, the laster.
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/Til\ nineteen eighteen they made shwes entirely Adilfferent
than they reke them nowe It happened that in Kurtg and Lapidus in
Drooklyn, & sl.oe worker ceme from (Cermeny, and he steart to show the
Loss that he covld make a shoe pasied, without nelling, without
sewing, without enythinge And he start to work on a peir of shoes
end we nll, about two hundred people were lookéng on thet sroe and
that worker and we tell him its s laughe They!re never be able to
make thut pasted shoe in their life, Ilie made one palr end he didn't
succeed because ho 4idn't have the ri-ht pastes And we all oell
hin cArax:,'.

Then it puaesed sway & yetr or two and r1umors was colng
around in the shoe trude that in Ste Louls ard in Brockion and Lynn
they neking already pasted siiocse The one that start the peir of
slives by Kurtz and Lapldus where I wes occntrustor, he went to
ste Louls on his own responaibility and he ocame buck with big hopes
that now he got everything what's necessary to nmake pasted shoes.
But New Yorlr manufacturers speedsd &Fm:d er.é they suocceed to mske
pasted shoes without hime. Lots of them lost their shirt on the
beginning but now 95 shoes are pested, ladies wnd mense And hundreds
end lundreds are out from the trides XNost were good meohiunlics, and
they got to leurn not to sew byhand and only on the rrohine, So now

n};ood mechanicy/ end a boy conld do the same thing.

[
LI

I worked for e fellcw, Coldsteins "hati waa 1908, He used
to make ballet shoes, the hi~h grade shoes for the millionalires.
Zach worker hed to be dressed in white like a dootor because the
soes was satin, all white satine
Defore Christnas he was very busy and he advertised for hdlp.

S0 & fellow come along, an Itallian feller, and he mentioned the name
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for whom he was working. The boss took him up to work and he ~ive

jﬁn & uniform in white and for no money doss he want to wear that
Qnirorm, His excuse was this, For the last thﬁrty years he's
working on shoes, and he never work in white. But he needed that
Job and the btoss inslst that he wear the white uniform. So he
trained his wife that she should bring him lunch everyday. And then
it came out why he really didn't want to wear the uniform. He saidg

"My wife will bring me dinner every day and then she will
get scared when she seces me in white.))

A younger man then plaeyed a trick on hime He knew that
Iils wife was coning so he called the worker who k\;ked out to meet
his wife with ;ﬁ% lunch hefore he could change out of the uniform,
When she saw him, she s&ids

"What's the matter, Jimmy? Tou sick? They gonna take you
to the hospitalt”®

The m&n got bashful and in the hall where you go into work,
he took off his white uniform end he finished his dinner and he wants
to leave the jJob, S0 the boss liked his work very mjoch. And he
boggéd him he should come to work and sit without a uniform as long
as he should sit and work., When he finally sit down he sit like a
hero because he sit like a real shoe msker and they sit like dopes
in white,

/’
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I was working for Cossack end MoLaghlin, of Long Island City.
That was in 1910, 80 the people had there tw® brothers Laval,.

They are now big manufacturers, They was very smart boys, very clever
fellers, and they start, you know, to organize the people in the shop.
They were so clever that every one had confidence in them like for

the C,ar. And he suocceed in organising the whole factory. That was
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the first factory in New York that was organized,

We had a‘nlce union shop and the rest of the feactories was
really Jealous of our factory. All of a sudden one morning the boss
tells us that these two brothers, one wes going to be for & foremsn
end one for & superintendent, that he thinks so much of them. But
the workers, right away they didn't like the idea that & wonderful
union man should become & boss over the workers. How could he do a
thing llke that? The workers were against the two brothera., The
factory astarted to go tho opposite way because they weren'!t experienced
foremen, They resizned from the union and they declared themselves
b%‘?ahots, that they have nothing to do no more with the union. So
1t}vent through & month and the boss fired them. He did it purpoioly\)
he made them first great shots only to get rid of then,

Then the trouble begin in the factory. They got good *nyl
for the boss from Boston and they tried to fire and breek the union.
By the end was this way - the two brothers were sore on the workers
because they didn't help them. There wes & strike. The brothers
got scabs a lot and they went to work again. Even though the boss
fired them from the big jobs, Then the brothers' children (one had
three and the other three) got sick. And one of the kids died from
scarlet fever. They thought that Cod punished themd ecause they dome
8 lot of harm to the workers so one morning they cems in the union
and they pledged that they gonna take revenge from the bosses and
make them agein & union shope. But they didn't succeed because the

workers didn't trust them no more,.

.

2
I was workin'! in Grinnin’)and White on Pearl Street, Brooklyn

about 1904. So, being not too lon: in this here country, it just

happened that this boss who was a contractor fooled me in this WRY.
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He used to give me work so the prices were supposed to be by the
dozen, six cents by the dozen., He used to tell me. ™"Here is ten
dozen for you." The firat couple of weeks I believed him. At the
end of each day he would say I did twenty dozen which amount to $1.20.
I wes & very fast worker. Dut I trusted him. I didn't count it.
What 1s 1t? 1I'm gettling fester and faster everyday by the money r.nlin‘
the same. I ocan't make anymore than twenty dozen,

So I say to myself, I'm gonna count the worke So I ocount
£t over anl thet wus one and one-half times more than he say I make,
So the first day after that I didn't want Lo say anything to hinm.

But on the third day I begen to give 1t to hia,

"What the heck 1s it? You fooled me already two weeks and
I proved 1t".

And 8o I had with him an argument that he skins me. Then I
start to tell the workers to teke my part, to tell him I'm right.
They,say to me that's impossivle, thot he's & fine fellow, that he's
goo :;rted and gives plenty to charity. lie wouldn't do a thing like
When I ¢ount the work in front of the peoplé they belleve me. We
decide that, beforse he gives the work out, he should have on every
lot & coupon, or ticket, one dozen with a t locket. He had to do 1t.
He wants to fire me, but the rest of the workers were with me, He
had to do‘ ite. And that was something new in the industry. He kept
ma*. What else could he dot Could you tell me?
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